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Meaning of 
Generation

● Generations defined as the 
aggregate of people born over 
approximately 20 years, sharing 
key historical events.

● Members of a generation shaped 
by the eras encountered during 
childhood, young adulthood, 
midlife, and old age.

● Common experiences foster 
shared beliefs and behaviors 
within a generation.



Types of Generation

Generations are broadly categorized based on the time frame of their birth, spanning approximately 
20 years each. Some of the well-known generational categories include:

Silent Generation (1920s - 1940s): Experienced key historical events like World War II and the 
post-war economic boom.
Baby Boomers (1940s - 1960s): Shaped by the post-War economic prosperity, cultural shifts, and 
civil rights movements.
Generation X (1960s - 1980s): Lived through social changes, economic challenges, and the advent 
of technology.
Millennials (Gen Y) (1980s - 2000s): Came of age in the era of rapid technological advancements 
and globalization.
Generation Z (2000s - Present): Growing up in the digital age, marked by connectivity and 
technological innovation.



Silent Generation (1920s - 1940s)

The Silent Generation, born roughly between the mid-1920s and early 1940s, witnessed significant 
historical events and societal changes. 
1. Post-Depression: Resilience:The Silent Generation, born between the 1920s and 1940s, 
emerged resilient from the Great Depression, experiencing post-war economic growth.
2. Cultural Conformity: Shaped by conservative norms of the 1950s, they embraced traditional 
values, contributing to a conformist societal ethos.
3. Civil Rights Engagement: Despite conformity, some challenged racial inequality, laying 
groundwork for the Civil Rights Movement.
4. Technological Evolution: Witnessing the advent of television and early computing, they 
navigated transformative technological shifts.
5. Predecessors to Boomers: The Silent Generation set the stage for the social and cultural 
upheavals later embraced by the Baby Boomer generation.



Baby Boomers (1940s - 1960s)

● Baby Boomers (1940s - 1960s) experienced the post-War economic 
boom in the U.S.

● Rapid growth of suburbs, increased consumer goods availability, and a 
boom in white-collar jobs.

● Loyalty to institutions, acceptance of hierarchy, and importance placed on 
financial success.



Generation X (1960s - 1980s)

● Generation X (1960s - 1980s) lived through extraordinary social change 
in the U.S.

● Poor economy, Challenger disaster, rising divorce rates, and the growth 
of electronic games and the Internet.

● First generation of 'Latchkey kids' with a focus on self-reliance and 
mistrust of institutions.



Generation Y (1980s - 2000s)

● Generation Y (1980s - 2000s) globally immersed in personal technology.
● Shared formative events: terrorism and school violence.
● U.S. Ys marked by an unprecedented bull market and a strong pro-child 

culture.
● In India, the late 1990s and 2000s saw economic growth, a large middle 

class, and increased demand for consumer goods.



Generation Z (2000s - )

● Generation Z (2000s - ) characterized by global connectivity and 
technological advancements.

● Distinguishing traits include entrepreneurship, technological capability, 
and a focus on financial reward.

● Indian Gen Z reflects a rapid tempo of ambitions with a greater emphasis 
on financial outcomes.



Major Positives of Each Generation

Positive characteristics of each generation:
Silent Generation : The Silent Generation is often praised for their resilience, 
strong work ethic, and contributions to post-war stability.
Baby Boomers: Adaptability and resilience in the face of societal shifts.
Generation X: Self-reliance, mistrust of institutions, and loyalty.
Millennials: Optimism, goal-orientation, and family-centric values.
Generation Z: Entrepreneurial spirit, technological capability, and focus on 
financial reward.
The shortcomings or challenges each generation may face, such as 
skepticism, materialism, and cultural preservation.



Traditional 
Society ?

Modern 
Society ?



Traditional Society Vs Modern Society 

● A society where the collective interests and 

values are preferred and given importance 

over Personal life and gains.

● Such a society is called a traditional society.

● The opposite of this is a modern society, 

where personal interests and gains are 

prioritized over everything else. 

● Unconditionally valuing and loving new 

things coupled with a general dislike for the 

old. In a modern society,

● Old and traditional values evoke a feeling of 

boredom and monotony. It's the antithesis 

of the age old idiom - “Old is Gold”, which 

states that something that is old is 

invaluable and should be cherished.

Traditional society is relationship centered and modern society is capital centered.

In a capitalist society, Eid gatherings are held in the house of the brother with the largest house. In a traditional 

society, it's held in the house of the eldest brother. In a more modern society, On the occasion of Eid we don't 

visit our relatives' houses at all.



Strength Of Traditional Society

● Lack of loneliness and the feelings of isolation.
● A modern society, despite being densely packed and populated, is 

marked by intense feelings of loneliness and isolation.
● Commitment to people and land as unique strengths, fostering a sense of 

belonging and rootedness.



● Collective life and values in a traditional society.
● Strength of social bonds and community, creating a supportive network.
● Older generations shaped by unique historical events.
● Acknowledgment of differences within a generation as well as between 

generations.
● Emphasizes the value and richness of generational analysis despite 

variations.

Strength Of Traditional Society (Contd)



Modern Society Challenges

● Emphasizing unconditional valuing of new things and a dislike for the old.
● Shift from traditional values to a modern society where old and traditional 

values evoke boredom and monotony. 
● A modern society, despite being densely packed and populated, is 

marked by intense feelings of loneliness and isolation.
● Modern society is materialistic rich, whereas traditional society is 

emotionally rich.



Arabs Before Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

● The greatest form of torture in Arab society at that time was to completely 

isolate the one being tortured. 

● Prophet (PBUH) was subjected to a lot of pain and suffering throughout his life, 

but the greatest torture for him was the social boycott in the valley of Abu Talib.

● The integrity of society lies in the people's ability to accept it's beliefs as their 

own. This was seen on the occasion of the conquest of makkah.



Impact of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) On Arab  Society

● Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized unity, brotherhood, and the 
oneness of God.

● The Arab society back then was blessed with the jewel of relation but was 
lacking the jewel of oneness of God.

● This led to the demonstration of great levels of selflessness and beauty.



Significance of Migration (Hijrat)

● From the viewpoint of faith, migration is not that which is done to 
better a career and avail greater opportunities. 

● Migration is that which is done to protect and nurture the soul of 
servitude.

● In a traditional society, migration is the greatest sacrifice - It values 
the bond to the people and the land the most. Ex - Companions of 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) migrating to Madina



What We Need To Do ?

Despite any changes in the generations, the core principle of Islam states to 

"Adapt to the changes within the umbrella of Islam 

rather than adopting  it as it is”



Questions ? 


